
DOCTORAL MINOR IN NURSING 

OVERVIEW: 

The doctoral minor in nursing provides training to support the development of investigators with an interest in 
health science. Three minor options are available. 

1. Patient & Family Centered Research
2. Qualitative Methods in Health Research
3. Individualized minor, with foci and courses selected by the student and nursing faculty advisor

ADMISSIONS: 

All graduate students must utilize the Graduate Student Portal in MyUW to add, change, or discontinue any 
major/named option, doctoral minor, or graduate/professional certificate.  To apply to the Nursing doctoral 
minor, please log in to MyUW, click on Graduate Student Portal, and then click on Add/Change Programs.  The 
graduate program committee will review your application for admittance. Students may review faculty 
biosketches in advance of submitting their applications and are welcome to email faculty members of interest 
to discuss their research. If a faculty member agrees to be the student’s minor advisor, the student can 
indicate this on their application. If the student has not selected a faculty member in advance, the graduate 
program committee will identify and assign a minor advisor from the Nursing faculty. The student and minor 
advisor will both sign the graduate minor approval form and submit it to the Graduate Student Coordinator. 

Graduate minors should be approved using the process outlined above before students complete more than 2 
courses that they intend to meet minor requirements. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

At least 9 credits in nursing courses are required for all nursing doctoral minors. Course requirements for 
minors in a concentration area are described below.  For the individualized minor option, the minor advisor 
must approve the selected 9 credits of nursing courses. All courses must be numbered 500 or above. A grade 
of B or better in each course is required.  

Areas of concentration 

Patient & Family Centered Research 

The doctoral minor in nursing with an emphasis on Patient & Family Centered Research will provide 
foundational training in conceptualization, measurement, design, and conduct of research that locates the 
needs of unique patients and families at the center of methodological decisions. Patient and family-centered 
research designs involve customizing approaches to individual needs, preferences, values, and goals to 
improve health and healthcare outcomes. Patient and family-centered approaches are also used to empower 
and give voice to patients and families in care and the research process. Such approaches have been 
recognized for their central humanistic and functional value in healthcare and may result in better participant 
acceptance, increased study enrollment, and improved quality of research and interventions. A graduate with 
this minor would be prepared to design, conduct, and evaluate research with innovative approaches tailored 
to, or in collaboration with, patients and families. 
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Learning Objectives: 

1. Demonstrate advanced knowledge of the philosophical underpinnings of patient and family-centered
research, approaches, and methods.

2. Formulate research questions, design experiments and/or interventions, and apply appropriate
methods to customize research in ways that meet the needs, preferences, values, or goals of unique
patients and families.

3. Evaluate, design, and apply patient-reported outcomes in research.
4. Design systematic approaches to engaging patients and families in research.

Courses: 

Required: 
• N818, Patient-Centered Research (3 credits). Addresses conceptual and methodological perspectives

in how patient-centered research and family-centered care research is conducted, from the
development through the testing and implementation of interventions. Attention is given to various
conceptualizations of patient-centeredness, to the behavioral and physiological origins of patient-
centered interventions, family-centered care interventions, and to the trajectory of testing such
interventions, from descriptive studies to experimental trials.

• N805, Measurement in Health Research (3 credits). Major issues in developing, testing, and using
research instruments, including links between concepts, variables, and measures; theories of
measurement and scaling, including reliability and validity testing; and using measures in research.

Select a minimum of 3 credits among: 
• N590, Contemporary Practices in Nursing – Patient & Family Engagement in Research (2 credits).

Addresses the science of patient and family engagement in research, including rationale, processes,
and strategies for working with individuals in the settings where they receive care to incorporate their
knowledge, experience, and insight in the design and conduct of a research project.

• N799, Independent Study (1-3 credits). Individualized practicum in patient & family-centered research.
• N816, Proseminar in Nursing Research, sec 002 (1 credit). Discussion of current topics in nursing

research, especially as illustrated by the planned and ongoing research of graduate students and
faculty in nursing. Section 002 addresses emerging research in health promotion & awareness,
symptom science, omics, precision health, patient-reported outcomes, and team science.

Qualitative Methods in Health Research 

The doctoral minor in nursing with an emphasis on Qualitative Methods in Health Research will provide 
developing scientists with requisite knowledge to engage in the design, collection, and analyses of qualitative 
research data in the health sciences and other disciplines conducting health-related research. Qualitative 
approaches provide a uniquely rich source of data to advance understanding of health-related experiences and 
inform development of theory and interventions. Nursing has been a leading discipline in the science of using 
qualitative research methods to understand how to improve patient care and healthcare systems. Students 
will be introduced to a variety of qualitative methodologies and approaches used to explore perspectives, 
experiences, or social processes regarding health and healthcare. This minor provides a mechanism for skill 
development through formal mentor-guided study design, data collection, and qualitative data analyses. A 
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graduate with this minor would be prepared to design, conduct and evaluate health research that uses 
qualitative methods. 

Note: A similar minor is available through the School of Education. The minor in Nursing would differ in (1) its 
healthcare focus, and (2) the range of specific qualitative methodologies, traditions, methods, and approaches 
taught (as illustrated in the course listings, below). 

Learning Objectives: 

1. Demonstrate advanced knowledge of the philosophical principles of qualitative research and how
various qualitative approaches differ from one another.

2. Formulate research questions, design studies, and apply appropriate methods to analyze and interpret
qualitative data in the context of healthcare.

3. Implement strategies and techniques to elicit high-quality qualitative data in healthcare research.

Courses: 

Required: 
• N804, Qualitative Design & Methods (3 credits). Focuses on how to conduct qualitative research.

Content addresses the philosophical underpinnings of various interpretive qualitative methodologies
to assist students in matching the best method to particular research questions. Engages student in
research procedures associated with various qualitative traditions.

• N590, Contemporary Practices in Nursing - Eliciting Qualitative Data: Interview Skills & Techniques (2
credits). Strategies to facilitate collection of rich qualitative data from study participants across
different settings and formats including in-person, telephone and virtual individual interviews, focus
groups, field observation and artifacts (policies, social media posts, photos, etc.).

Select a minimum of 4 credits among: 
• N807, Grounded Theory Research (3 credits). A comprehensive understanding of the intellectual

traditions that informed the development of grounded theory, variations of grounded theory (second
generation), and to provide an opportunity for active participation in grounded theory research.
Requires hands-on participation in a field-research project of the student’s choice, engaging in data
collection and analysis, and in-depth readings in symbolic interaction and grounded theory method.

• N590, Contemporary Practices in Nursing - Qualitative Approaches & Methods (2 credits). Provides
foundational knowledge to understand and apply specific qualitative research approaches and analytic
methods in health-related research.

o Sec 001: Thematic Analysis
o Sec 002: Content Analysis
o Sec 003: Narrative Analysis
o Sec 004: Photo Research Methods
o Sec 005: Conversation Analysis for Studying Healthcare Interactions

• N799, Independent Study (1-3 credits). Individualized practicum in qualitative analyses; students will
analyze their own or a faculty member’s data set with the course professor and other students in the
course.


