


SIGNIFICANCE OF
ACADEMIC REGALIA

CAP & GOWN

Candidates for doctoral and terminal degrees wear an eight-sided
black tam with a gold tassel. The doctoral gown, symbolizing the
final degree in the three principal levels of academic achievement, is
made of black material and has an open front with bell-shaped
sleeves. Doctoral gowns are further embellished with velvet trim in
the form of crossbars on the sleeves.

HOOD

Academic hoods are used to further identify the level of degree
attainment. Velvet edging on the hood displays the color of the
appropriate discipline, blue for Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) and
apricot for Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP). The lining of the hood
represents the color of the institution, cardinal red at UW-Madison.
Compared to bachelor's and master's, doctoral hoods have the
widest velvet edging, wide panels at either side, greater length, and
a fully exposed lining.

CORDS & STOLES

Graduation cords are worn to signify achievements, memberships,
and leadership roles. Nursing specific cords this year include a purple
and white cord, signifying membership in the Sigma Honors Society.
Graduates are welcome to further distinguish their memberships,
identity, and achievements through individualized cords and stoles.

NOTICE OF FILMING & PHOTOGRAPHY

When you attend this event, you enter an area where photography, audio, and video
recording may occur. By entering the event premises, you consent to such recording media
and its release, publication, exhibition or reproduction. If you do not wish to have your photo
taken, kindly let the photographers know. Thank you.

Dean Emerit Linda D. Scott
PhD, RN, NEA-BC, FADLN, FNAP FAAN

Dean Emerit Scott transformed the School of Nursing through
visionary leadership, a steadfast commitment to health equity,
advocacy, and an unwavering dedication to preparing nurses to
transform the future of care. Her work elevated the School’s
academic reputation, strengthened its research enterprise, and
expanded opportunities for students, faculty, and staff alike. In Memoriam
nursing.wisc.edu/remembering-linda-d-scott
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Welcome
Susan J. Zahner, DrPH, RN, FNAP, FAAN
Interim Dean and Vilas Distinguished Achievement Professor

Remarks to the Graduates
Caitlin Conway

Doctor of Philosophy Program
Ericldo-Bruce

Doctor of Nursing Practice Program

Presentation of Awards

Ashley Smith

DNP Excellence Award

Julie Franzen

Doctoral Flag Bearer

Rachel Hawn

Mary L. Keller Research Award

Micayla Meyers Madell

Signe Skott Cooper Writing Award

Katie Gillespie, DNP, RN, CPH, FAAN

DAISY Award for Nursing Educators in an Academic Setting
Sarah Dobbins, DNP, RN

DAISY Award for Nursing Educators in a Clinical Setting
Karen Solheim ‘73, PhD, RN, FAAN

Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award

Announcement of Graduates
Doctor of Philosophy

Kristine L. Kwekkeboom, PhD, RN, FAAN
Rachel Odes, PhD, RN

Megan Zuelsdorff, PhD

Tonya Roberts, PhD, RN, FGSA

Doctor of Nursing Practice

Sarah Endicott, DNP, PMHNP-BC, GNP-BC, FNAP
Lisa C. Bratzke, PhD, RN, FAHA

Jen Lange, DNP, APNP, FNP-BC, CNE-cl

Carrie Bennett, DNP, RN, APNP, GCNS-BC

Kitty Montgomery, PhD, RN, PCNS-BC

Katie Gillespie, DNP, RN, CPH, FAAN

Gina Bryan, DNP, PMHCNS-BC, APNP, FNAP, FAAN
Roberta Pawlak, PhD, RN, NEA-BC

Closing Remarks
Susan J. Zahner, DrPH, RN, FNAP, FAAN
Interim Dean and Vilas Distinguished Achievement Professor































