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SIGNIFICANCE OF
ACADEMIC REGALIA

CAP & GOWN

Candidates for the bachelor’s degree wear a black mortarboard cap
with a tassel of their course color, apricot for nursing. The bachelor’s
gown, symbolizing the first degree in the three principal levels of
academic achievement, is made of black material with a closed front
and sleeves that are long, pointed, and open.

HOOD

The bachelor’s hood is worn by those who previously received a
baccalaureate degree. The hood is short with a narrow velvet edging
in the color of the discipline, apricot for nursing, and a lining in the
color of the institution, cardinal red at UW-Madison.

STOLES

Graduation stoles are worn to signify academic achievement, honors,
membership, and identity. Nursing specific stoles include a white stole
with three cardinal red bars, indicating graduation from the Nursing
Honors Program, and a gold stole, representing graduation within the
top 20% of a cohort, know as Excellence in Nursing Education.

CORDS

Graduation cords are worn to signify achievements, memberships,
and leadership roles. Nursing specific cords represented this year
include ABSN Cohort (gold), Black Student Nursing Association
(brown), Multicultural Student Nurse Organization (pink), Nursing
Knowledge Network Leader (red, gold, & white twist), Sigma Honors
Society (purple & white twist), Student Nurses Association (red),
Student Ambassador (red & white twist), Student Council Member
(blue, green, & orange twist), and Volunteer Service (silver).

Dean Emerit Linda D. Scott
PhD, RN, NEA-BC, FADLN, FNAP FAAN

Dean Emerit Scott transformed the School of Nursing through
visionary leadership, a steadfast commitment to health equity,
advocacy, and an unwavering dedication to preparing nurses to
transform the future of care. Her work elevated the School's
academic reputation, strengthened its research enterprise, and
expanded opportunities for students, faculty, and staff alike. In Memoriam
nursing.wisc.edu/remembering-linda-d-scott




Welcome
Susan J. Zahner, DrPH, RN, FNAP, FAAN
Interim Dean and Vilas Distinguished Achievement Professor

Greetings from the Faculty
Dana O’Brien, PhD, MHA, RN, CNE
Clinical Professor, Undergraduate Program Director

Remarks to the Graduates
Caleb Anderson

Accelerated BSN Program

Grace Weber

RN-to-BSN Program

Brandon Kreger

Traditional BSN Program

Presentation of Awards & Recognitions

Carolyn Chi Nguyen

Badger Future Nurse Leader Award

Kirsten Olson

DAISY Award for Extraordinary Nursing Students

Isabel Prohaska

DAISY Award for Extraordinary Nursing Students

Cindy Dionysius, MSN, RN

DAISY Award for Nursing Educators in an Academic Setting
Leah Schultz, RN-BC

DAISY Award for Nursing Educators in a Clinical Setting
Julia Zellmer

School of Nursing Flag Bearer

Peter Felt

School of Nursing Outstanding Undergraduate Student Award
Amy Jochsett Perez, BSN'21, RN

Outstanding Badger Nurse Alumni Award

Recognition of Pin Recipients

Recognition of Involvement

Announcement of Graduates

Dana O’Brien, PhD, MHA, RN, CNE

Clinical Professor, Undergraduate Program Director
Rebecca J. Muehrer, PhD, RN

Clinical Professor, Accelerated BSN Coordinator

Closing Remarks
Susan J. Zahner, DrPH, RN, FNAP, FAAN
Interim Dean and Vilas Distinguished Achievement Professor

Live-captioning of the
event can be accessed at
tinyurl.com/bsnCART
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